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A writing rmlof i% it tolletlinti c)f auivllirs aiu! inaic^rijils in n rlas^ 
nrnw far the luirrKMcof silintilailngi suidtimi nu«)UiaKlnH c hll- 
ilrcn io wrllr. Matrrial!i artMiHUilly ill^|jluyrdt>riinau^r(l In an ariiMir 
nuinner mi nst*l(tiHllhniu' ((SKMClui^iinas, Afiinu hasrbulU wlnUM ), 
'rhrmcs mny Wiry iirrimling ifJc liildri'M'!! Inint'nts, t ui iiciiluMi toplcii, 
ami spedaldiiVM^frvmls, AwritlnMTOM^ hnllt'ilii bnartU, 

tiuniicr^i iKJijkiwr^i nmw tllvlilm, niloiful |Ht|iei, \nmm, aiuUotHi 
m Mimulal^* \ms^ Ul^ii^ i>nf! hiip rliihlri'ii \mm. Thv mUxm t<*Mtrt 
nuHrriaU %\\mU\ \w arrauHnl (umiltjiially MMlnii uiuh iuMu h mn\\\y 
awsMbli* atiil mlly rnurara lo iis niigiaal itiialitJih 

Ikiiidrs imivldlngint uiimnive Hciiing rni tlttMlispliiy atui sirjtagr 
f)f wrliinM miitrriaU* a wriiing vmivi sluaiUI aUo [iinviilr wiiiiiig Mib 
iloiis vvhere chihlren liave a ^jci iul aiul ptivati'ijIacT in mUv. Materia 
aU surh ni^ spcnal ilailonrty fni wiiiing fiinully iHiuis and nfficial 
sfhool siailuncry lor writing busitu IciHts Uilil iiii aii nf lUMint lioii 
as iht^ cc'ntfr.Tlie wriling (rntor Hhnniti \m in* s\vwvt\t iuiwuvn', as ihv 
only |)lacc f<ir d\ililrm lo wrius X wriiiiifHciun *h main fnnriinn ici 
proviclf ?itimtiiniiciii br wriiinj?. 

Children dci n(it write naunally, I hey um\ real, eKt iiiiiM, and 
impnriani tm^(m% for enrotlinK \\mx litoUMhtH. Widimii a IcKidmaie 
iHirpose. williim seeing unlnifjuriam nnii pohidrss for laaay rhiUheti, 
Chihlrfn nod ta he fiuouuigfcl ici wriirtrraiivelyhui ihey shoiddalM) 
!>c iaa«hi eKlMisimry ^riling. AriiviileH are lUTdi'd to inspiri' niany 
types of eHi}<)Hl(Qry wrhing, inc Uiding ibmv itIuumI in Hidjject aruH. 
These wrilifiR ntrtivilics, hnwever, shcaiUl be planned m rnmplemnii 
ihe regular farriculinn, thus avniding "inck on*' nssigiiiuenis thiii are 
unrclaied lo iuHruclblial ohjec lives, 
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Kaiioiiule for a Writing Clemcr 



VVIiou ihihiit^n mv ^iwn ihv n|JtMjriuiuiy lu wiiu' uhniii \\wi\ 

( lilUlicMi wUh hJi cinutninji nUMlHirilnniKhtH. ihry mhhi miliMMtHMnit 
|Hii|JOsr IfH wiiliiiH. Nnoiir kiUHVH svhni ln!|j|H'iiN wiihln ( lilMtciiS 
iluiuls \vhni iUvy m\ii\ Woiloknnw, hiiwrvrh iluu i hiMuuu nn wi lu* 

Clhilciren Can Apply Tlu'ir Oral LuiiHuagc C!nm|iticniit'N 

thildiTii vwwi Ht limil ;in i (Mn|irU'ni hNmN of ilu*ii nuiivciinil 
InriJinuHis Viwy \n\yv Ivmwil tin* ni jiiini/iitinn rH hmMiniM^' (Mriiintna! ) 
iihd litUM iiiili/( cl wuy wonN ate foitiini iitul ruiHlinn in stiiniHcs 
wiihmii the bnU'rit (if foittinl itiHitiK iinn, Vhvy svvm \n\mvw huiU-iti 
liipncity icif Iraining in pKHC^s liiiimiiigc. 

Kvt^n vny yfUiiig srlinuldiiliiit'ti know how wnnh aw njniljiiinl 
inio M'liUMUt^s. What ihcy nm! td Unit w air \\\v wiiiini riMHOiiiicHisof 
Illl1^imM<' lit nhict U) vminlv {\\v\\ \\u)\\^\m ^Uipliii ally; ihai iH» fs\w\U 
itig, ptiiu ninticiiK utpilalUaiioii, and ho Un\U. (he nicchai)^ 

if al iisptH Mfjf Wlilhl^apj^l*alfi \n he a n'tntisuly Mhiiph^ ia?*k vvhrii rciin- 
pami with UnirniiiK ttu* ^'ratniiiariiiui pluinoloMy nl lan^iniMC. VVhrii 
rhiUirrn hv^'m in wiilr, {\wy ran citpiinil/c nw ihrii alnady highly 
dcvolnprd lanfcuiiHC ahitiii('^. 

Writing Eliminates the Ab^^irac tion of 
Traditional Language InNtructinn 

Clliihinn arf great iisi'isfjf hiiiMuagt' !>ui t'luniinui cliffic uliy whi'h 
asked ttj analy/e it, Omv hiu^un^t' is Vnukvw hm aiul piem an^io 
nlwn happens in many langiia^e leHis. diihlren rretpUMuiy heaniie 
cimfuml because nf lUv \v\v\ ol abHlt ac Hon. VVht nevei rhiidren are 
reqiiirud to wnuh, utulerliiU' Mibjtc ts aiul pieclinius, atui eKplaiii 
the T\\\m of puru umtirm and rapiMiiixnnon, Itiey are heiit^ a^ked to 
anaiy/e lanmiage, wliic h is a highly iihsnaei fJiocetUni*. SndieNeri iMes 
do little lo help diiUlren learn io mUv, They ran, howeveri teach diih 
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tlHMi K. ilUlikp liiiiguuKO liif(tnidlui. utul miivliHU ilit'iii ilmi ilii-yufi* 
iiuuli-qiuiu' iiM'ts (if iliHr rwii \mmm' 'I'u U-arti (« I'luoik' mu's 
th.aights 111 wiltinn n'tiiilm ii Krinu (bil of lirurilro, stlniulmlnn,iiiu 
chtmihwnu'iii. •riuHMtduuiUi nt wriiliiK will iKsually \w h'ih iuh uiul 
iciiilm-il wlu'u llfiktti U) HiKiilfirani wiiiiliH miivitU-H and UiukIu as 

IICfiltHli 

Children Iiiiprovc Tlicir Thliikliig TUicjugh VVrliltiK 

Chllclruiihol only iiiiimm- ilidr wiiiln«»l<lilH I'V wiiUnK Imiuht) 
tlielr uiulrrslinitliilB <>f the world uIk.ui llu'.n, m \mi sviiy l<. U-ain .,1 
ti.,t ,)iH''s liiidt'rMiiii tllni? «r a vomm h m m\\v or talk ul.oui li. lU-ciinst' 
writing IH by tk>fiiilllon tin- tnmHiiK "f ihniiKliis, ll lu-lps darify, vk- 
tfiul, mill iniprfivc liu' (Hiallty of tluiuRlH. 

Writing iciitL'm Hliinillati' laiiKiiaKi' aiul ((iiittiit icui iiiim, aiitl ilii'y 
csin rtUo «-ivp 10 1'luounmi' i hil.ln'ii tofxpi WH Ihdi IniuMiiioHt \vv\i im 
i„ul ilioii|?hi*. Kviry clilhl lia» uiiicli to slmrc, Cliil.ln-ii'H iikm nmi bv 
t,-s|u'( ii'tl ami llHimi-d to if thinklnK utul wrliiiiK iil)iliii''H m to l)c m- 
ifiKlwl, AfU'i ilic!u«IUH iiavi- lu'i'ii «nii-r.'itt'il, diiUlii'ii anist iii' Klvi'ii 
iipproprliiir Kiiicliiiuc (01 putting ihcir liMw in wiitliiK, 

Cliililri'n ciiii inircKliiml to wriiiiiK liy (licliiiiu« ilicir fUouMlMfi 
ttuhdr ti'iuluT, Whiletlit-y (li. iali'. iin' li'arlu'i wrili's, WhiU' wrItiliH, 
Ihi. U-urliLT |>rnnniiiim words niukliiK n-iliiin ihi' child WIiIcIU'n llic 
weird's lK'li)KwriilLMi,S(>t.ndiildmi will warn i(nviii('ilimisi'lvos,widi 
ihf tuaduT hdpiiig as mwlt'd, Eventually, < Uildrcn htToiru- iiulopcnd. 
i-nt writers, bdng kuW"! "n'y spcTifir writinK i.rcd.k-Mis lire 

diiiKDOscd. , 

Cliihlrun's wdtinKshould he sliavcd. hui imml nf.i always bt-vMih 
thi.Uiirto.WritiiiKcan ulstibcrciiil bypn-rH, pun>iiiH.bn>tlim,andsis. 
im It i-SHisy in 'onviiicu a diikl to Nlunchls wriiiiiK wlini the wrmng 
i, rfliiitnl to ii piiiptmt' iinportuni to tbu rhlld, 'IVa. bm Nbould, hnvv- 
ever read n sample of I'adi Hiiidcni's writinK wwkly. Vnm ibiHsuni. 
plitiK. teaditMs mn idc-ntify one of iwr. of ilio most KlarinK wrilinK 
probli-nis fnr mth mdmu Clbtldifii nin tlu-n be .mciipcd for insinic- 
lion uccordiriK in ll\eir luirdrular wcaknt'ssc-s, 

ir diildrL-n are 10 wriie frcdy ant! openly, they nuiS! I><' m a rliis«. 
room whur*. trust exists bciween icadiur and Htiub'iits. When siiidents 



lilo iiitiiiililnfcdihcy write Irs^^.iitul the wiliiiiH ihiii dnoMMiUifunMirUMi 
Mifli'tl nnd Umii liuiu^M, If wr hv^iw wM\ \)mUi\v, wtiilluvliih' 
i^N|H4itmii%<lilli!u'n wllllliullh^a'^vt 

(ilU* wlUMi llu^y IlilVi' sriiiit'lliitig in %\mt\ 

tci UH wow svv hfiw a wiUIn^ i vwm law \\\\\)\v\nv\\\ \\\v ItlrnN ilih^ 
t iiiihhI ahi»V(s 
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Sck'Licti AiiivUlcH, Mutcrlals, and 
Equipment for a WrltinB Ceiiter 

ThU du,l.ie. Mm Itintlly wlm. a mMm > h.um ami Imw 
,„ plan mid ilrvcU.D ..lie, A liiid ....nnHmiu.y m, niu|mni(. .-ail. a.tiv- 
liy ilt-si ilplioii 11. rlailfy lis <IM< ll> a wiiliHK t nun , 

Activlilefi To .Stimulate Cmitivc WriUuB 

p.,l.nm au,l lanMUMKC l.a....n./ri»'Y ^n, »unwM h,l.lH.n m wr 
Uvdy a. wc.ll as ... ihink c,t , onnunn ..bin ...ua, ...mh, n"' <" > 
cmui c way. Chil.lrn,'. amm wvl.in« no. .-nly pmt ...vMlrUglu I 

niii., H) think ihouKhu .ha. .h.y l.av,. ""f'' 1'^'"';; 

Tl... b..ll...i.. hoaril iili-a. a,,.! poH.n a, tivU.ON Amxm.^ l..'U.w a.. 
b„,ic: c«mpo„c.U, of a w,l.i..K .^lun , ThcV n.n l""^!;''' •"^^ 
Mm L.n« l» ,.i„n.la..- „,a..y tyiH. ,.f w,i.ln«, U' H.,k I <•...., 
lIanRa;o,«n,„„ Obj«,. a.ul K,np.y H.K.k. al.uU.. ,.b..l n. .Iuhm-c • 
,i,m provulc atldiiitmal iilcas f... .nn.iva.i..K wniuiK. 

,„ wrl.. a. an i.u..«ral pnr. of .ho .ll.play, », .hp nn. 'h' -'^^ - 
,be focal poliu for a .b.n,.., Ill..H.,u,iv,. bull..un.oa d uic^. l...ul 
below prnvi,l<. a .nri..y pf wrili„g .mnmnucs f""*''';^ . 

Cir, lis thcmei A clnwn fi«urr UoUIh balloons, ca. h of wbi. b ban a 

dnui pitiurt' nii it 

910 




(IhriMiiuis \\m\\ti 'Mie ikh in *' I he Night Mmv V\\\i%\\\m'' i% iWws^ 
imvil loclepic t iht' ItmUlt* lit ii hiMtus (thIlcitrH iiic< H^koil in wilMMi 
ttimiilitlUr |)orni jciliuly nuihtiml liy tiitMubd^ iif Iht* c hm, 

WiiiU'i iiiciiM'; Cihihhrn wiitt' wirun Hiuiii s aiul pnciih thiit mv 
uKhibitnl on tlriijgtiiiinl objoru in u winin slum mvWv, 

\U\svhn\\ \\mnvi i \w \nm\\ "raM'y ai \\\v lliu" is ilhi?iiiaini 
(Imi iwv ittvitrtl to wi itc poiMit^toHO witlniOuM ha^'ball f)ic iiurHCHi 
tllc bullrtifi Imatcl 

histm liin hv min\v fwm \W' x U I" uil i oUnid ijiHhOiiKl,* on- 
Mruc tioii piiprri rh)th, aiul oHifi rnaU'iiuh. Pri^ciH svisv lutu li ihc* 
Mtmu fiitutioit m bulUiiii tMHiiih Un iiiniiVitijitK ihiltlmi'H wlliill^, 
Stinuiiak' chilchi'ti'?! U\vm fc»r wriijtiM by iiHinj; Ibr frilirhvlitg \nn\vr 

kkm. 

CfVpsy furiunriclh'i; A pabn^rratliiig MVpHy is iiluMiainl wiili u ril- 
ing k\vk\H phurd on lian(N?fluipt'(l rntouis cnt \\\v \nisivt\ 

PaJit/funiri! iitntTapsulesi Wriiinnidrasiin'platrdiii Lcjcgspaiuy- 
htm cottuiinm (hat arc ghuHl to tiu' po^tiT^ 




atniJhtl ttio luHisCi 

flo^f ifi'^M rohlrtln viiibtiii tibjrcU i» riunutime OiUtbrii wtll^ 
rhitik Irtliki this \nm rntthUlU MUiy »liiiuis vviiiliH m tiiUntt 

rrjitlriii. 

lilt wirlll«R of myHcty mfk%. 

Muilboii: ThU licm Hialiltfi tliiliirt it in mul m^m hi tlirit ItichiU, 
Mall iidHivrml by a iiiUir^Kmi mmrtiKi r rac h tlay. 

fhiim^ iiir riislly mmir rntiMi Mr linim iltm t iin Minuilair u rli m It^ 
liieii lire; A \m\nh i% uml a* a tiii* with Mt,iv %um\% \s\i\\m\m\ 

Jntto jar: Small objrtn stuh a^ a httftinl inault, htiitlnai). fl^li 
luw)k, nr |>icrr clDtli att* plm ril U\ a jat . ID Minitilmo i hililmOs 
Imasiruntuim. niii*Miohs nti thr jai ask, What is ii? WhtMr did It 
c(M«e huin? Whi) umhI iO 

incba-iwkni; A iMitttainl shin \% Ininrt nii a i Unlm liaugH vvith 
tfDU^cf M^ntnea to the Miirt WHtlii^ 

Cmh « hhifhlttli ArartilKiaia bIrilluniM' U liitHiruiieil willi sluty 
Mcirtrn snWivW cm bUiebtriU iliai air fltitkliiR annuul ilit* \mm. 

(Urn mm objem^ %\\t\\ m a mm\ hkyilv uw, < linml bntiisorrmty 
^kutD are tUsplayi^cl ^ithqnation*: WhttHiii?i it hmx) Wliut happetifU? 
Whii was ifivdvctl? Why M it happni? Othrr ohjrd^ ftir tiM* hi this 
way riHiUl l)e an olthhoeai wdl^rhnvnl \m\dl u cattlu'esmhi^a Imf 
leretl suiicase* | ^ 



fitrutlioH |iii|irh n>nuit t |Hi|iri, atuhviili|hi|u t/l tu v ianlH'^hii|ml liki' 
itriittuiU, ri|ii{pit\rtiti iiiittjiiiiibiM, iiititinliit^^ iiiiil m vhi. Titiyi 
liirgrt tali ttiul iliihi mil ilmrt and wUle \mA% ini«li! uht iHiHgru ilifU t - 

vidrtL iNii^rR ff^r thrlKKik tm Ih^ nimh' liV timitm iittMinil tttiMimr. tn 
niO!il niftcs, slorics will nni 1^ plan cl \t\ihv bcwik iltif 11 llu^urity h^H Imri 
|)frtcciHl 0\\m iilm^ Un iHHik iiIui|k'% tin Uitle tUiiittitU (ihu k, rii))hlti 
kiittHmmK ti^r); ifinnh!iiiirt»l»jrtM(Miifi fMiIiuMUi* Imll. uip); ^jwJtis 
{\n}%i\\^ kI<>^^« fi*ililt)^ tiiU, Itii^ki'llulL (atilu*t^ itiiuk); fuiiit 

Aesthetics and Wriilng 

The wnflH nfonnfi m ptnvUlo^ inhunu'rahlo Miiniili for riciilivc 
wtliing, The icjuncU. slghu, anil %mv\\% of iiauitr iitul«>iher sriistiry 
cJ^pcriprttes tali imividc i^^iciiiiig wayMif siinuiliiilHHtHoiighis \vithiii 
childmi. Threaigh Irtsighifnl qiiesiloiH, irac hrrn iati il rtmch Mu* 
tieni discufisbtt ami rvchtual writing. The ff>llowlhgiiCtivitlt«<i teine^ 




senisnly a fewof the raariy id«i rtlw^^ w«rld sroitiid us." 

; Open the window: Have ihe«hildrfniiatidfeyan ©}»n vv^^ 
liiMn «rf ftilly to ihi wunds iMy hear. Iniroduce chtWren to de^ 
smplive wrilini by lUling^ d^cripiive w^\d% aiid phrases thai 

Takf m wm\ki A walk throiJgh ihc neighilxirhaod, cemcien'. or 
woods provides an excelleni way of helpinefhildrm b^catwe more 
sensiliveioiheijphysi^leMiroiirnenL PreT)arec=hiidr«n wbepcr- 
cepiive obscrvtti before Ihe irip, Help chLldren gmeruie descrip- 
iivc lariguaie before ihey begin their v^ritaiig afcoiu theit experi- 
ences on the irfp. : 

Bring ir to cImsi Encoiirage cblld^^ lo bring llPwrri, animaU. 
leaves, and inserts to share with the cki^. Wrutint follows after 
niijch lalkangp /eeliiig, looking^ and smelling. 

Audiovisual iMieriali: filfni/filrnitrips, audioc^[)esp Tccords, and 
ovfrh^d transparesidtt expose children cc ihimgs iim ih^ □ulside 
v^orld^ These new ideas slimulaie wrui^i|. inch audiopvisual mate- 
rials are available froni the schoors rned^ 

from home by the children. Before writing, diildnm caninienictin 
iinall groups te share ihoughls and impre^iiort^, 

Children's literature mn be used to inspm children to cb many 
kinds of creative -wriliiii. Here are loit^e mmm^Hiow\h 

mite the last chapter: Aik children i» read a bKM)k i*p the last 
chapter and then write their ov/n versions of time fin^l cbaprer. 

Write a tall tale JaiTy iale, or fable; Thescluer 
to childreii and provide yet another appealing -^vny ^fni^uvaiing 
children to write. Read many such sioriei t«chil«lren aiiid then have 
them read seleclions of »he same type. Follow these reading experi- 
ences ^ith discussions before asking children ao wtiic their own 
fairy tale cr fable. 

Write a picture book: After reading a book to the da^s, divide siu- 
denis^inio groups to draw a sequence of pictures, (ollo^vins the ploi^ 



r*f the Story. Then individunl chjidrfn vnixy diciaie or write alxiiii 
thf f articular pin tire each drew. Upon rompU'tion, t-ach group 
will have i\% own ccjIItTiive vcrfiinn of the story, 

Wriie a new old story: Read a fairy lale in your c\a%% or have ciiil- 
dren read their favoriies indiv idiniUy. After reading, ht-lp children 
develop a story using the theme of the nriginal tale but with differ- 
ent characters and siiuuiioiis for their siiiry. 

/i ft' related act ivitif'Ji cm M\> f hijctren clivelopnn apfjrec iaiioii nf 
the artist's mediiini of cominnnicaiioit as wllasprovjdeasiimuhi?if?)r 
writing. A.hiiract painting and srulptiireare especially gcM>d for gener- 
aitng creative stories. 

^bstmct art: Show iherliildren an. abslnici painting or a piece of 
sculpture. AftiT «iinatl-|4i()Li|> cUm U'^sinii**, nsk (liildu'ii to wiiicji 
story based on the ideas siimuiaietl by the iirt piens 

Famous prints: After displaying and diHussing a famous painting, 
have rhildren write stories based on the hiippenings in the picture. 

AIjoui colors: Read tSIary' O'Neiirs liaiistones and Halibut Rotm 
to the class. Then guide each student to ideuiify his or her favorite 
color and describe how that color niake^ him or her feel. 

Write and llUisiraie a haiku: Expose your siudenis to oriental an 
Is^sed on the natural beaiit> of the world. Read many haiku selec- 
linns loyotir students. Then have I hem write a haiku and illustrate 
it. 

Musk-nlated activiiies are uls(> ati effective mcnle for stinuilailng 
writing. 

Whal did you hear? Play a recording of program music, such as 
''Pictures at an E^h i hi lion** by Moiissorgsky. Follow^ up by asking 
children to write a story based on the feelings generattni by the 
music. 

Rock songsr Have rhiidren bring records of poiudar rock songs. 
Play u long and have tliethddren listen to the words und descril>e 
how the character in the song felt or liow the song makes them feel 
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: Music' without words: Play a musical selection thai has no words. 
Cv-j ^^^^ children write poetry thai indicates the way iha music made 
fheffi feel Conclude the activity by having Hudents read their origi- 
nal poems to the accompamnient of the rnusic. 

Musical instrument stories: Uie recordings or have children in your 
class or school demonitraie the characteristics and sounds produ^d ^ 
by varioui instruments of the orchestra or band. Follow up with aj 
discussion dealing with the ^•personality" of each insirunient. 
Conclude by having each child write a story with selected insiru- 
ments as the characters. 



il 



JVIake-BeHeve and Fun 

Children have great imaginaiions and love to make believe. Teach- 
ers ran rapi'talize on theseabiliries in diildren. Follcm'ing:i re examples 

n a writing cenier to encourage 



IP: 

. of activities that could be included 
^Vthildren to use their imaginations. 
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// / were . . . i These topics siimulate childrm lo envision thtm- 
selves in various social roles. This wriiing activity isalsoagootl %vay lo 
learn children's aiiiiudes and value systems. The list of roles for this 
activity is unending. Students might write about **if I were (the princi- 
pal of my school; the teacher; the President of the United States; or my 
dad . . 

What rhis [U tiviiy enahlrs iinldren to f^juMri-nrr vnri*ni!4 

litiiations virariously through the use of their imaginations. This list 
of situations is also unending: ^^What if (the world wore flat; people 
had no hair: there were no birds in the world; you had everything you 
wanted)?" 

Let's pTeiemt This is anoiher series of opeihended topics that intro- 
duces children to personification; that is. aniniais and inanimate ob- 
jects take on human characteristics. EKample^ are: I am a plow horse 
who lives in Kentucky; I am an eraser on a pencil; ! am a mouse who 
lives in the principars office; I am a tiger wiihout any nripes. 

(HAppif^^ss) is . . . : This activity htdps children think abnut the 
meaning of abstract terms that they use frequently but that are diffi- 
cult to define. Such an exercise mighi help children clarify and artiru- 
late their feelings about others and themselves. Topics could indude: 
Love is . , - ; Anger is . . , ; Loneliness is , , . ; Joy is ... , 

Just Joy futu Most children enjoy having fun and being silly. The 
activities listed below capitalize on this interest and motivate children ; 
to write. Such activities help children overconie thenoiion that writmg ; 
must be unpleasant. 

Write a riddle about our science unit. 

Write a joke about the women's liberation movement. 

Create your favorite cartoon character from a plastic bleach boUle ; 
and other selected materials. Then write a ^tory about him or her- 

Write a nonsense story about when your dog joined the army* 



Atiion acltvUies, These aciiviiies give childrpn the opportuniiy to 
interact with their classrnateSe The fun inherent in these activities helps 
children overcorne their inhibitions to write. 

Write itp don't say it: For 1 0 minutes each day the only way anyone 
is allowed to eommunirate with classtriaies is by writing. Students 
can communicate as much as they wish but they cannot talk. 

Food to eat: A lunch is brought to school for each member of the 
class. After eatings the class discusses and writes about the food 
Using descriptive words and phrases describing how the food 
smelled, lastedj looked, and felt. 

Fish for an idea: Writing ideas are written on paper fish. Each fish 
has a paper clip for a mouth and is caught when the child "goes 
fishing" \vith a magnet on the end of fishirig pole string This is a 
ftm activity for younger children. 

Fill in the balloons: Cut the dialogue balloons out of a comic strip. 
Mount the comic strip on white paper. The child's task is to write a 
new dialogue. These comic strips can be used over and over if clear 
acetate is placed over the picture and children wTite on it with a 
grease pencil. 



Writing Together 

Children enjoy taking pan in group writing activities. For those 
students who previously have not written much, this is an effer live way 
of helping them begin. Group wriung activities provide rewarding 
social experiences and are less demanding than individual writing ac- 
tivities. Thoughts are generated by the group and the spelling and 
mechanical problems are shared. Such activities can makea significant 
contribution to a writing centtT' Besides stimulating thinking, writ- 
ing, and socialization, team writing projects produce an esprit de corps 
within the class. This feeling in turn siitnulaies more enthusiasm for 
writing and helps overcome negative fedingsnnany studeuis associate 
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Cumulative stones. Starting with lui inilial pnmgraph, c hildmx 
make their cunt ri bur ions lo i he story it hpmsvd fmni one in another, 
.Schedule this acijviiy as inde^purulent wivik. Afle^r tlu' story is roni- 
pletedt childn*n mjoy lisiening foi the [nm {hvy wnnv vvlu'n ifjc striiy 
h read orally by the teacher. Thrnu^hout the srhcjol year, com pi t^ud 
(lUTtiilative stories can be placed in nii nnthnlogy hcirikhl. This could 
be repi<:)diiced so that each child ha?* a copy. Fed lowing are some story 
starters. 



1 have ■ euie. ihaigy.h»wed dog named Blondle. Blondie is a ^ht 
do8 who iomchow wa. given the name Blondie. One day as I was f«din|^ 
htm.helookeda,>n*,wUH«r.«and^ 

,hi, dOi toot I would rather have a big iiMkl" I stood m shocked amaie^ 
ment. My Bloniie actuany talked. 

The light got brighter and briihier as ihc thip settled loward the 
earth Thenherewai .slight flutterarid it came wrest. Iheldmybrealh 
wondering what w«uld happen ne... Stiddenly a hole m the houon, o 
,he ship Ipenrf up and a ladder «me down slowly. The fgure ha^ 
came out JTreround, .pindly legged, and bright green incolor-jusi l.ke 
Sars creaiures «e supposed to look. What should I do? Should I speak 
Should I wn? I decided to stay ir> my hiding place a monient more. I 
heard ehert talking a kind of jibberish. .o J decided to call them Jabber, 
1 w^lkies.' But wait— wha^ 

II was a beautiful auiumn day. The trees were ablaie with color ajrd 
the sun shone all day. The class was quietly workinp as the leache, 
glanced ai the dock. As she handed Cathy a Kleent* for her ever-drippmg - 
noK and motioned to abseni-minded Tom to pull up his pants i.pper, 
ihe loudspeaker crackled and a voice said. "Tomorrow wtll be a Ireeday; 
there will be no schooll- The children began lo jump and scream with 
ioy One fellow wpi dancing on his desk, and a girl was happily ringing 
a mne The teacher stood in shocked amajement. Why would school be ,y 
closed it. Ihe middle of the fall? She had to find out what was wrong! 

^r^"^ . Waves rolled endlessly loward the shore, crashing furiously against-.,: 
: the gray rocks.^ending counileis sprays of foam skyward. I ,h.ver«lona , 
cold slimy rtick. The sun was slowly setting behind the ihundw.ng 
ocean Ihave beet, shipwrecked on this island for a week. I wonder how : j 
this all happened tome. When I let sail in my new boat the day was balmy 
with only a gentle breeze. Then I remembered the noise I heard-.i 
soundeil as it something were breaking apart. 

. Class newspaper. Involving children in the publication of a class 

li#newspaper is a team project that provides many opporiun.ties for writ- , 
%S.a ing. Most children can become involved in some aspect of the pubhca-. 
i^ilion. Duties can be assigned on the basis of interest and ab. ity After , 
tehe newspaper is typed and duplicated, most children are de hghted to ; 

receive their personal copies and see their writing in pnni. Class news- 
fll? papers are usually organized around topics such a. school and room , 



news, children's stories and poems, spons, jokes and cartoons, edl- 
torial opinion. 



Class anthology of poetry. Another good group writing project is a 
'h class poetry anthology. Throughout the school year, children's poems 
y; can be collected into a loose-leaf anthoiogy. Poems are categorized by 
b: topics, and a common format is used regarding type of paper, ink color, 
number of illustrations, and type style. The original book becomes a 
part of the classrooni Hbrary, Copies caii be reproduced for each chihl 
and the school library. Such a project helps children develop a sense of 
g,v: pride in their writing, A similar project can be organised to assemble 
J§ f; a collection of students* stories. 



Discussion and writing teams. Introduce children to fictitious siiu^ 
aiions through the use of topic sentences and questions that suggest 
additional details. Given these questions and topic sentences, three to 
five children coliectively discuss and write a story. The group dynamics 
inherent in this activity produce highly creative writing. An alternative 
procedure is to start with a group discussion U) generate ideas, and then 
have each individual write his own story, I-Iere are four saniple situa- 
tions: : 

1. Slumping in the Ufeboat, the survivors wntclied the ship sink 
from sight. 

Where are all the places this story could take place? 
Who are the different people that could be in this story? 
What are all the possible weather conditions for this story? 
When might. this story take place? 

2, Mary* looking out the window of the plane, noticed one of the 
wings was on fire. 

Where is Mary going? 
Who is with her? 
Why is she on this trip? 
What lire the weather conditions? 
When is this story taking place? 
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3, Whileexplorini iheatticof an old house, BilUmelllng smoke. 
Tushed to the door and found ii locked. 

Why vvas Bill ill ihe aiiic? 

Who are iome other people thai might be in ihc story? 

When mighi this story be taking place? 

What weather cotiditions mighi he outside the old house. 

4. With a rhunderou. crash, a large gray boulder sealed the en= 
trance to the cave, , , 

Are any people in the cave? Who rttighi they be? 

Where might this story take place? 

How does the cave look? Is it big, Utile, damp, scary. 

When is the siory taking place? 



Spin-a-siory. This activity is played by a tea«. of live chiidren. Each 
..kes turi spinning a pointer on a clock-Uke dial that . numbered 
IZ 10 Usine the coded lists below, the first child spins to 

discussior, and then writing. Spin^a.tory can also be used bv„ 
individual students. 



Characters (Male) 



1. My dad 

2. My uncle 

3. My grandfaiher 

4. Our minister 

5. Mv^^s^t^^^ 

6. A department iicre clerk 

7. A policeman 

8. The demist 

9. The barber 
lO: A taxi driver 

Animals m the story 
I. My little dog 



Characters (Feinalc) 
L My moiher 

2, The librarian 

3, A telephone operator 

4, My grandmother 

5, A neighbor 

6, The doctor 

7, A bus driver 

8, An airplane pilot 
The doctor's secretary 

10, My aunt 

Timf^ of the story 
1. Early in the morning 



2. Wiy big dog 


2. 


On a frosty winter night 


Biutons, our cat 


5, 


The middle of the night 


4^ "T^ico, our pel paraket-t 


4. Just as the sun was rising 


5. Niy goldfish 


5, 


As the clock struck S:00 


6* A. rnonkey in the pet store 


6, 


On a hot summer day 


7 A lirin in ihp yr^n 

f f f\r tfrWl! All Lilt £.u\J 


7. 


On a gray November day 


8, A squirrel in our yard 


8. 


In the middle of a rainstorm 


9. My pet gerbil 


9. 


Early in nuiumn 


10. Three ducks 


10. 


On a bright spring morning 


Siiimtion 






^vl. A lost pet 






A broken window 






3, A misiing bracelet 






4, A burning house 






5. Forgotten homework 






6. A surprise 






7. When I ran the fastest 






8, A cai in the tree 






9, A driverless car 






10. Alone and frightened 







Commerciah, Most children have been exposed to hundreds of 
hours of television and radio conmiercials. They have rich back- 
, grouiids on which to draw when asked to write their own commercials. 
Cornmercials are most effective when used in the context of "breaks" 
during a student-produced TV, radio, or puppet show. Television , 
shows can be staged with a cardboard set constructed by children or by 
using a videotape camera* if available. Rndio shows can be effectively 
produced by using the public address sysiem in the principars office >t 
and ''broadcasting" to selected classrooms. Tin can microphones in the; ■ ■ 
classroom also make broadcasting exciting for children, 

Scro// j^ou;5, Ask children to produce television shows by lisinga "i ;^ 
cardbonrd box with the bottom partially cut out. Pictures illustrated 




group of children can share ihe responsibilities for writing the script 
and producing the scroU Illustrations. Such preieniations can be 
based on children's interests, social siudies units, current events, or a 
popular television series. 

Puppet plays. Writing scripts, constructing props, and presenting 
puppet plays based on children's real interests are exciting and effec- 
tive ways tor children lo write and work cooperatively. Instructions 
for constructing various types of puppets are described in numerous 
publications, many of which are avuilable at public libraries. 



Activities To Stimulate Expository Writing 

Eixpository writing is oftan neglecied in the elementary school due to 
an overemphasis on creative writing. Creative writing generally refers 
to imaginative stories while expository writing is thought to be more 
factual and informative* Such distinciionS( however, do not always 
accurately describe writing styles- Is it possible to write a creative story 
without presenting information inherent to the story? Or is it possible 
to produce an expository piece without original and creative thinking? 
It would appear that all writing by its very natiire is both creative and 
^ informative. Nevertheless, there is some justification for dealing with 
creative and expository writirig as separate categories. 

The following expository writing activities fall under tw'o main 
headings, "People Are Important*' and "Write To Learn/' "People 
Are Important" activities capitalize on children's high interest and 
knowledge about important persons in their lives. "Write To Learn" 
activities relate writing to learning in the content areas, Hopefuily, 
these ideas will 'encourage children to write effectively for various pur- 
poses and in various writing styles. 

"People Are Important'* Activities 

Having children write about therri selves and others provides an 
"array of topics for expository writing. Chiidren's relationships ivith 
1 family and peers are probably the most significant factors in children's ; 

lives* and writing about those relationships provides many oppor tuni- 
'^'ties for them to communicate their thoughts. 




M^jM^^0^iMwpia'im««i children more than those re- 
i?;ia,ed tb thenmlves and their family? Children know more about ihe^ 
i&eve^day «periences than subject. Capiialuingon thi.self- 

:# interest «n lead to iuch writing activities as described below.^ 
If Writing diaries: Giving children time to write in a diary each day is 
li^r^n eKcellent way of encouraging children lo write. The entries can 
^i¥-lhe short and private. Writing diaries is an effective way to demon- 
"'""^"strate to children that writing is merely the encoding of ones. 



f ?:r:t1,oughts. Procedures for the construction and use of diaries can be ,. --^ 
;ifi;v, worked QUI cooperatively with chiW 

ifvS'VHting about my family: Starting with drawings or photographs. .1^ 
im^( oi children's families is a fun way to motivate children to write.;M| 
lit such writing will probably be "^''""''^'^'l'^^'^^^ 
m-^- cally. and more interesting; yet children are likely to find u tasur 
i^F^^^^hah other kinds of writing. Such anaciivity can vary in sophistica- . y 
tioh from one page containing a picture with one dictated sentence 
lo a lengthy and comprehensive family biography. 
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biographies. When writing amobiographfes, as wel I as other expose 
itory types of writing, childr^ii need to be made aware cf the unique 
styUstic demands of particular types of writing. 

My pets: Even timid children respond enthusiastically when asked 
to write about their dogs, rats, or pet rabbits. The wriiing task be^ 
comes much easier for children when they are communicating 
about topics of personal interest, 

About others. Children's inierest in other people's behavior, atti* 
ludes, and perceptions can lead to writing based on their relaiionships 
with friends, classmai^r adults, or famous personalities. 

Famous personal ilies: Ask children to bring a picture of their favor- 
ite TV, sports, movie, or music perionality to place on a bulletin 
board. Each child selects a picture. The task to research and write 
a description of the subject's life. However, the person's name and 
the activities that broughi him or her fame are not included in the 
report, Background informaiion can be obtained from TV, sporis, 
and movie magazines; record jackets; or by writing publicity de- 
partments for information. When the reports are completed* each 
author reads his or her composition aloud while the class views the 
pictures, After hearing the report, the children in the class try to 
guess the personality described. 

Student of the day: Each morning a Mudent*s name is drawn ran- 
domly from a bo^. Theii a Pcilaioitl pit turt^ is la ken of ihe i jerson 
whose name was drawn. The picture is placed on a ''Stiident of the 
Day" bulletin board. The object of the activity is for nil class mem- 
bers to write a note saying something nice about earh Student of the 
Day. All notes are placed on the bulletin board. The process con- 
tinues until all names have been drawn. 

Facial expressions: Facial expressions can often lell a siory. Have 
children choose a picture with an extraordinary facial exprcfssion 
and write a story based on their peTcefnlom of ihai visa/^tf. Bcy dcs 
providing a good reason for writing, this activity also provides an 
opporiuniiy for children to become more aware of nonverbal fom- 



My fuvorltf ftli-tuli llav.' yt.iu Mu(U-nU wilu. i. hi(.Kin|>l«l«al Mniy 
about ihclr tavoriic tricnd. •Ihv MOiy m\m il""! wlHi >Ih- frlrml s 
perimial IniercMi, niaimcrlsin!, ubilllle«, mA rd«llon, 
One iJcncfklal lUle effect of ihU klml of wriiliig aMiRiniu-ni i, lUal it 
cm inmm childrm's fricmhhli.s mul a|>t>iPtlaii()n ut one m- 
oiher. 

LeUer wfHim ChiUlreii (nml somcii.ui-s iPtHl ^ 

.eparaig ihe world in ihv ,cl.o,,lroo,n from llw "mil wotid fcrhiips 
lhi» dlulncilon »icn» from .he «rUfld«liiy of ibe uulviUc. of lc.» UMOf • 
a.cd with ichool. Letter wriling can help t„ bridKe ihui KH|» by prnvld- 
ing 0 real purpose for writing. Below arc »iiK«eM«l iiinterlaU unci 
guides to be included in « wriiinR center to motiVHte chddren lo wrilc 
business and friendly letiers, 

A variety of special sintionery for boys and girU should Ih-uvui able 
to inspire children to write personal leiiers, Official sthocd sia- 
tionery could alio Iw used for business Iciti-rs when appropriate. 
A writing center could ineh.dc a special cliair and table for writing 
letters. Children should help make rules that establish procedures 
for lis use* 

Zip code maps, addresses of pen pals, and frequently used busines* 
addresses should also be readily available in the writing center. 

28 5? 



Wtlie To tmn 

aomehl nfffi Ailivilm. Willing rmilitatri llifMiglu, llirrrrcmn 
wriliiiR ^hiiulil Ik^ 'iUI Inlr^tul \mt\ of thcMtHiiriii arnn iheuiirii iH 
luni. II « lillfUffi Hir lu Icath lc> ihihk %m\M sUulk^ M U lUr, utul \\\Mh, 
ihry timl cjj)|ifitHihlUrs It) t tiifify unil mv\\i\ \\\v\t UiouKhu by h\\U\\\^ 
iuul wrltinii alMMtt iYnm Willing alKUil tniitnit atra^ |iH)viiir% 

(irntUir in liMlitt iIh' iiiHH ialUril uiialKii.uv itl llu \.iMniutiiM ijitiius. 
.^utli urititi^ iutivitifft iiti|nti\r linth diiltltHi'«i wijilhH niul llu h 
iiiitlftMuiuUng of ifinuiM^ iH-ing lunsiiliHul. ^unplr iiuivMlr^ aw 
\\%m\ lH*hiw» 

HiwM MUilir!! iitui Miriltr mniit li it*|H»lU: I hv wiillii^ iniiri luti 
uipiHirl te^ntrth aiUvKirn by I) t HHiling hnllrtiii hoaitl and tHHlit 
attlvillrfi utt ihritirn rrtatitl tn of Miuly^ 2) iHtHiilin^ maiiy 
writitt^ attivttlrn linkrtl t» tmuHit itHttUiticiiu aiitt .1) jiiDvitlln^ 
gtMirral rcferrtuc luatcitaU icIliUiI tusiu lliHtf. \\%mv% wr itlhu siyhs 
nynonyitH, utui diRumrntiUion, Srltcird rrfrtnur inairrial^ian Ik* 
irtii|K»rartly tiliiciHl in \\\v wtiiing liMUrt an pati of a rrainit il wrih 
iti^ ptojciL 

Ml^tntital cfuuatirrs* pt*«rSi miil ^Uuaiintn: Kor srn hit %iu»!i!Mii!)n* 
iv\}\% \n imtir alivr, aclivltii^* itUhl hv rrlaini l*> (hihln'ti'^ I'Kprii* 
mtv^. Roir playingtilianmii/atitHi^. poppti %\Mm%, inrilia pinilur- 
tiiHU, atui ttie H'aillng f>f liiHlont al ftt \Uni all rnablrai htltl toti'live 
ihc iHish adivillrii c an l)c- lull(jwr!l hy u riniii drM rtptioii^ 

or iinatyiir^nr whiU IranHiiirccI t\u\Um a iiarihnlat auiviiy. Auivl^ 
lies hi\%vi\ on iliuratlrr^, placi*s> and %iluaili»iH nt llir \U\M |>tcHidf* 
rscf itiiig wayn for t liiUlrtni lo tvUwv w ]u\M and i h disiant < ulluir^. 

Ht iemr (itnjm !ilotir%^ Onv of \\\v inajcu skilhuf Mitniiific iiujnity 
K tlir ftirinlng of hypnilimcH, FrirnunK liyfioihrsn tHjiiitrs IkhIi an 
unilt^nnanding of what anil an ahiliiy in makr fniMniablr prnlit* 
liom based on prrirnt knciwlrilgr. Kncmiragingtlnldmi lo write 
scirnrefirimn Mf>rlr%prt>vidrHancipp<niiHniyinhypt)ibe!i 
funirr drVTh^pmrnh bam! tm pirsnu knowUdge. I liU aiiivity 
provide!! an eMtellent MinHdu* fni writing aiul aho devflo|)s In- 
fttghiful and divcrgcni chinking. 

Writing story problcinsfor niaih^ Aneffeitlve way lohelpthlldien 



iiVHtrHnrtlir nHllililtih aiul iilhiiaUni*M ivlm\ lO M«ity liinlilcMfiH 
III tiuith h uy \mv limn wrlir |iii)lj|nii'i for llu'h pens in miIvp. Bo^ 
Miln piovUlInK ujit tllriit riiiiih iiutiiu linni siuli nil v%\m li iii i' |ih^ 
vidcs nnolhtr IrsliiiiUiK* ruaMiii fni a^khlK thililirii ui wtiu^ 

NfivslmpfM^htfil (tfiwitm. tUv iliiily lu wspiiijir i*i a ituulilv 
iUiiiliihlr trMHiltr iluil nili hv \v\MVk\ in all niiiuuhini ainiv Ihr 
iirw^|ia|ii'hfiliHHl atiiviiirH MmmMttl \wU\w \mis U\v diiltlM'n with 
imijHHri ffit wtiliiiK *Hitl aUn ri'lalr li> ttiiiiriil iift^a^. 

llinulllueHt Isvc^ uiuliltiK lii^aillim^uiiaki' muuii Mniy Maiuiv Wws 
I an Im»c ui mi nt \\\v ni!Wpaprr ami lild by mpic . Kv( n liiniiKh mimu' 
liumllinrs ilaud ami llu' slniin (hal ihiiduii wilir air 

fUlilinii^ ihty \\i\sv an iippnrtuniiv In piiu lln' nv\%'s wiiiinK. Al 
Ihr samr limis thrv art* IrarninK in wiiti' in an rnjnvaijit' way. 

«iminihiH: A qjcdal bnlleiin bonrcl (iLud id a wiiiing tt nii r Un 
thililirn'ii mm itirxpti'Mlht'irnpinnjriMm c antiulupiisofinut* 
vsu l h\s npiMUiuniiy m vciitr ihrii is|nninnH niut uiiml ihropih* 
inn^ nf nihrM mlglii hrlp ihiUliTn iKunnu' iinm' Mii'iiiivt* lo ilu' 
wi!ilir% nl tiihrr^. 

Drar Abhy: f:lnltlri'n wiitr m> Ahby U'KiiHiiiiH»» ptMMinal t>r HOiial 
problnn usinnan antitiyiMtnis nanas Onusi wrt'kiluMpU'Micjn'iaiT 
mid aiit! by i!ioilas%, \vhii li thrnaiH inph niiiiiivi' ai an 

aniwf f it) ihr prnblrin lhal \ vUvi\%i\\vi m%vm\\s nf ilu' iIa%H, Nnics 
atr iy|jrwriiifn in iiunrr annnynuiys Sucli a fircjmiurtM'nrtniragi*^ 
siutknu 11} shink c riiinilly ami in fUil aixfpt i vrry Itlra llmt h vH- 
prr^stcl. 

Whai dcj ynu ibink? 1 bi^ atliviiy tlirf fU t bilclicMi H ailtiilifni in 
ariltN in newspapers or maKa/incs tliat arr rilaini if) ilu ir m btKil 
wurk, Afiei reading an ariicli' of ibrir ihfiiit\cbildreii wriio ibrir 
rructiniu m i| and placr ihnn in a i niiiiiimT. Clhiidrrn lake iurns 
reading ihc rnlrii-^ and Irading ^lubsnpiriil di?irn%sinn^. 

Hpfcinl days, nmth ^fastms, md sImUs. C:hil(Iivn I'lijciy ilic cxc iU" 
mcni nf %\mhl tmmhm and ftsiivitits cihbriiU'tl UirnnKiiuni ihc 
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year* T\mt eveniA iHavltltMi wtnihli of U)|)l(?i tosiliiniliiUnmiUvt' wrih 
litg m svt'll m tv%vm\\*m\m\vi\ vxpiniuny wriilngt nUtovc^riitK \hv 
tItrlviUioit aiul ciintactrrliitli ii (if nuc li Imppcning^ nut hccoinu nti into- 
Rrnl part of surlnlMiKliusorscH'ttrtHtnit^i C!a|iitaiiM'tHuhiUlmi'N high 
liitamtK in the followiiig toiurHi 

Hpedal cliiy^i ChrUtmaHi Kmtc'i, IlnllDwrrni V^U(MUiiu''H DuVi 
VVa^hingKm's uiut LUkoIm'h bliiluiuyH, Hi H\\Uk*H Davi April 
VmV% Day, May Day* 

Kvc*n(^^ Open hiniMS (hil(lirti*<i biithclay^, iirvv Htuck'nii l Um iiipN, 
vidtittg Hpniker, 

Htiisons anil spoiui Hpringi Ntnnnu'r* wliupi, fall; baseball. ba?ikri- 
baili footballt track, hunting, flHliing. 

Sayiftf^x, Clirlti'^, plailniitoH, pKivPibH, slogans, and popuhn ann- 
mrrciais reflect culUiral aUiUHlfs, vaUies, pcnntH nf view* arul beliefs. 
Kven though mtU e^preHHlonHnie often trite, they doronununic ate atnl 
reflr^f t the HenttntettiM of a wide .seKinetu c)f .Hoc ieiy* VVriiltig eK|)lnna^ 
\\tm% of mth cKpreH^iutts ettmnrageH NtudentH to ccHiHicler their nieaiH 
ing in the liocial mnteKi in whic li they are iiM*d. 
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picture dktionnfw^nnddictionaHrs^ 
ihouUI Ik* |)mvttlcHl io inaulH'hiMmi'snmis, Tht7 '*l«nil(lrunHt'Imin 
picture clictlomirlfs Ui [Vmv t omim'Nnslvu tMiougli lo mhiy gifli'd 
thlUireiVii ruqulrcmenUi 

TheMiUtm. 1 his kind of rufm'tuu vnluinu is nii Imltspensuble Uh)1 
for till? writer. Chilclmi will ncuti specific inHtrurlicjn In ihv mvut k\ 
{\mmtm in ortler m gain Hklll in i\w mv ut synonyins, CiliiUlKMi will 
vm a ihcMiunis il dniailaim m plunntM to avm w \\vn\ Inr u?iing (muv 
The mere \nvm\iv of ii thosiuiriu cloen \m wmm m mv. 

Handbtmh oj Bln^li^h^ Reference Houic es regnrditig cnpiiiilizaiiciii, 
puiicUiiUion, ^eiUetue Htruciure. aMrrcmeni of ^iiibjec i niul verb, ancl 
ucrepiable usage nre necesMiies for ilie wriier. If t InUlreii are m Ik( onie 
ef feciive writers, iliey imd lo innke mv of apprcspi late lefureiu e materi- 
aU, Ihesc IiandlHiok maieriaU can rangr frcnii thil(!ren*?i language 
teKtbociks 10 uiore sopliistinitecl piiblications. VVriiing prciblenis fre- 
(juenilyenroiuiieri'd by a group of i hildren eau be alleviated in part by 
placing exumpiary infnrmntinn on poster chart?*. 

Encyciofmlifts. Kncyclnpedia?* provide children with a liinited 
aninunt of infortiiniion on a widu range of tofiic s, For rnatiy c bildieu, 
this rcsonrce answers most of their resciirclj nueds, Older and nwtreablc 
rhlldreni however, slionid mn be liinited to thiji cnie sotucc of data. 

Art Materials 

Clay, easeh, painting supplies, soap, pipe cleaners, and other mate- 
rinl^ can be useful in the writing emier. These nunerials and related 
activities should he varied periodically to insure children's continued 
intereHi, The number of art ac tivities to be used at any cme lime and the 
length of lime they aredisplayed will depend on the children's interest 
and the activities involved. 

Audiovisual Equipment 

Audiovisual equipment adds yet another cliniension to a writing 
cenier. Record players, tape recorders, overhend projectors, filmsirip 



projectors^ and fnovie prDjcctors can be used effectively lo stimulate 
creative writing, Records^ tapeSi overhead transparencieii filmstrips 
and movies can be purchased commerciaily, brought from home, or 
prepared by ehildrcn and teachers to motivate creative cinil cKposltory 
writing, 



Writing Guid^ for Children 

The writing cenier eoncepl k hmed on ihv assumpiion ihat chil- 
dren learn io write by wriiing with a minimum amouni of direct In- 
struction. Children, howeveri do need guidiince nnd instruction to de- 
velop effective writing skills, The writing guides outlined below 
should be included in writing centers to help direct and improve stu^ 
dents* writing abilities, Guides complement but do not replace teacher- 
directed instruction* Insiruction based on diagnosed writing needs of 
particular children will still be needed. 

Descfiptive words. Good writers use descriptive words. Open- 
ended lists can bQ posted in the wriiing center to which chlidren refer 
and add new words, Words can be categorized according loi 

Movements Scurrying^ bobbing, prancing. 

Sound: Screamingi rustling, splashing. 

Color: Transparent pink, burnished brownj muddy brown. 

Pattern: Weather lined, spotted, sploiched. 

Condition: Parched» tranquil, ancient. 

Smell: Musty, fishy^ clean. 

Feelings: Abandoned* desolaie, anxious. 

Texture: Velvety^ prickly^ knobby. 

Shape: Rounded, craggy, pointed. 

Words instead of saidi Repliedi stammered, chir^d. 
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Tools of the luriter, Jusi os mim hiivt' brushes, iJuiiUs, uiul cuiiyiiH, 
so writcri have their looli. AUlteruiloii, simile, iiieiiiplior, pursonificn. 
lion, and onamiilo|»oeln urc ujctl by writers io creali' piclures, (cellnBs, 
and soundi in ihe consciousnMs of ihcir readers, Cliililrcn am \m made 
aware of such looli by open-ended lists in ihe writing ccnu-r. The fol- 
lowing examples llluslralc each tool, 

Alliteraiions The occurreiice of two or more words liaviiig the mtm 

Iniliai sound, such as diriy dusty driver, curious canary, and slinky 

slithering snake, 

Simile! A flfure of speech in which two unlike ihiiiBS uru expliciily 
compared, such as a ship ns iall as the sky, clouds like tk-ecy sheep, 
and hair like steel wool. 

Metaphor; A figure of speecli in which two unlike iliiUKs are im. 
plicitly compared, such as ice cream castles, whipped cream walls, 
and skyscraper waves, 

Personification! Attribuiing to an objcci, animid, or abstraction 
ceriain human characteristics, such as the tire listeiied, the horses 
screamed, or their love sang, 

Onomatopoeia! The use of words that sound like their referent, 
such as clip-clop, hiss, or blurp. 

Poetry forms. An effective way for children to begin writing poetry 
is by utiliiing the specific formats of different poetic styles. This is not 
to imply that one can produce quality poetry simply by following a 
formula. However, such strnciurcs give children n tangible format 
from which to start writing. The tollowing poetry forms, their char- 
acteristics, and an example of each may be displayed on posters in 
writing ceniers lo remind children of various poetic forms and to en- 

courage their use. 

Uaiku Acrostic poems 

Couplet Clnquain 

Triplet Tanka 

Limerick Diamanic 
Quatrain 
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linndwrUifi^ rhnris, Kyvn ihoUKli iwrfi'tt haiulwriting is not uhu- 
ally cntphiisimli rhildmi should huvu a visual Inrngv of uN^rujilnry 
luuidwriling, To Mhow thiltlmi hnw wriilng k sufipasud la look, 
handwriting charls shoulcl be dUplnyud in dicwriUnfiruiitui. Yniinger 
children might nml such aidn mo re ihun ohlur Htiidcius, 

FnfmaiH for friendly and business letters, Wriiing guides Hhosviiig 
the fornint fur h'ttc^r writing nin bi' disphiyud on punttirs in the wriiing 
ttMitur, Tht'HP shouhi itirludc the* Inc utirni of \\\v Viiriou?^ fninpdnrniH 
Used in both friendly and biiniiie^H lenerH> At i\ ginnce, children will 
krunv which leUm to cupitnli/xs wbm' to pliictM olnns ant! cnnnnuH, 
what is found in the inBicie address, and ho forth. Hurl) vinual aids help 
witli the nimhanical aHpects of luiicr wriiing, thus fri^cing the childrni 
to ciinccntraie on the thoughts thi*y want \o ronmiunU alts 
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In Conclusion 



The tcacher-made maieriaU sugBCJit'd in llils fasihnck will probably 
be more effective than comnicrdally prepared Items hcmuM: ot teiicber 
involvemenl. There is no mngic fouiul in tlie writing cenitr mnierials 
and activities; they arc only looU, Activities will silmulalo fhiUlren's 
wrltinB only to the extent that the icHcher ImplemeiuinR them imaer. 
stands the rationale for their use. A ccnuin "mngic" docs cmcrBe, how- 
ever, from knowledgeable and enihuslasilc lenchers, Somehow clul. 
drcn "catch" these teachers' leal for learning and genuine Interest in 
people. Such exhilaratlnB persons not only sllmulflie wrlling, but 
more importantly, exemplify the uliinmie gonl of edncaiion-joy m 
learning and living. 



38 



